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INTRODUCTION. 

THE  author  would  requefl  candour  of  the  reader  in  the 
perufal  of  the  following  pages  ;  as  the  fate  of  his 
mind  was  fuch,  at  the  time  this  fermon  was  compofed,  as 
not  to  admit  of  very  clofe  attention  to  his  fubjetl.  IV ant 
of  energy,  fentiment,  and  accuracy  will  not  on  this  ac- 
county  merit  unfavourable  remarks* 

Though  the  author  was  not  fond  of  this  compofition  being 
exhibited  to  public  view  in  this  manner,  yet  many  of  his 

friends  being  defirous  of  it,  and  he  being  defirous  to  gratify 
them  confented  ;  and  will  acknowledge  himfelf  fatisfied 

fhould  any  benefit  be  derived  to  the  reader— And  as  it  was 

penned  in  hajle}  the  author,  took  the  liberty  of  adding  fome 

fmall  amendments  after  it  was  delivered. 
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A 

DISCOURSE,    &c. 

PSALM,     lxxxvii- 1 8th  yerfe. 

u  Lover  and  friend  haft  thou  put  far  from  me,    and  mine 
acquaintance   into   darknefsT 

UJJ^N  this  Pfalm,  the  Pfalmift  makes  a  moft  griev- 
►♦  j  ^4  ous  lamentation,  on  account  of  the  afrli&ions 
►♦  ♦<  God  had  brought  upon  him.  Mine  eye  mourn- 
l^xi^Jeth  fays  he,  by  reafon  of  affliction.  Lord  I 
have  called  daily  upon  thee.  Wilt  thou  fhew  wonders 
to  the  dead?  Shall  the  dead  arife  and  praife  thee?  Shall 
thy  loving  kindnefs  be  declared  in  the  grave,  or  thy 
faithfulnefs  in  deftruetion?  Shall  thy  wonders  be  known 
in  the  darknefs,  and  thy  righteoufnefs  in  the  land  of 
forgetfulnefs  ?  Lord,  why  hail  thou  caft  me  off?  Why 
hidefl  thou  thy  face  from  me  ?  Lover  and  friend  haft 
thou  put  far  from  me  and  mine  acquaintance  into  dark- 
nefs. This  feems  to  have  been  one  of  the  greateft  trials 
of  the  devout  Pfalmifl.  He  feems  to  have  been  laid  un- 
der many  trials;  but  he  winds  up  his  contemplations  on 
the  whole,  by  lamenting  the  lofs  of  friends.— This  was 
an  affliction  more  weighty  than  all  the  reft.  By  lover 
and  friend  being  put  far  from  him,  may  perhaps  be  un~ 
derftood,  his  acquaintance  and  friends  being  abfent  from 
him,  at  a  great  diftance  though  living,  fo  that  he  could 
not  eafily  enjoy  their  company.  But  the  more  proba- 
ble fuppofition  is,  that  he  referred  to  their  being  taken 
•from  hdm  by  death  ;    for,   he  not  only  fays,  lover  and 
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friend  are  put  far  from  him,  but  alfo,  that  his  acquaint- 
ance was  put  into  darknefs,  and  perhaps  it  might  well 
be  rendered  thus  ;  lover  and  friend  and  acquaintance, 
haft  thou  put  far  from  me  into  darknefs  :  that  is,  into  a 
ftate  of  death.  Thus,  a  Hate  of  darknefs  is  often  in 
the  holy  fcriptures  defigned  to  reprefent  the  ftate  of  the 
dead.  I  fhall  at  this  time  confider  the  words  of  our 
text,  wholly  in  this  view,  as  referring  to  the  removal 
of  our  friends  and  acquaintance  by  death.  And,  in  the 
firft  place,  I  fhall  remark  that  the  removal  of  our  friends 
by  death,  is  done  by  the  appointment  of  God  and  the 
efficiency  of  his  providence.  The  Pfalmift  addrefles 
himfelf  to  God,  when  he  fays,  lover  and  friend  haft  thou 
put  far  from  me,  Sec. 

In  the  fecond  place,  I  fhall  confider  fome  of  thofe  cir- 
cumftances,  which  render  the  removal  of  our  friends 
from  us  by  death  fo  forrowful  and  painful  an  event. 
The  Pfalmift  confidered  it  as  a  matter  of  forrow  and  la- 
mentation. 

Thirdly,  I  mall  confider  the  final  import  of  the  in- 
ipired  writer's  expreflion,  in  faying,  that  his  friends  and 
acquaintance  were  removed  far  from  him  (as  we  may 
render  it)  into  darknefs.  Under  thefe  general  heads^ 
all  the  leading  ideas  arifing  from  the  text  may  be  com- 
prehended. 

In  the  firft  place,  I  fhall  remark,  that  the  removal  of 
our  friends  by  death,  is  done  by  the  appointment  of 
God  and  the  efficiency  of  his  providence.  This  is  all 
plain  and  evident,  both  by  reafon  and  revelation.  The 
fcriptures  inform  us,  that  it  is  appointed  unto  all  men 
once  to  die,  and  reafon  will  oblige  us  to  afcribe  the 
event  to  the  over-ruling  providence  of  God. 

The  manner  in  which  death  was  introduced  into  the 
world  we  have  an  account,  both  in  the  old  and  new 
teftament.  Man  was  doubtlefs  in  his  original  ftate  of 
innocency  created,  naturally  liable  to  mortality.  He 
was  made  of  the  duft  of  the  ground  ;    was,   as  to  his 
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body  flefh  and  blood,  which  naturally  tend  to  decay, 
and  might,  according  to  the  natural  conilitution  of 
things,  be  diffolved.  This  appears  all  evident  by  that 
provifion,  which  God  had  made  in  man's  innocent  ftate, 
to  prevent  this  fad  event  taking  place.  He  placed  in 
the  garden  of  Eden,  the  tree  of  life,  of  which  man, 
might  partake,  and  live  forever. 

It  is  quite  immaterial  for  us  to  know  precifely,  what 
that  tree  of  life  was  :  but  be  it  what  it  might,  it  was 
defigned  to  reftore  the  decays  of  nature,  and  to  fave 
mankind  from  death.  And,  it  is  probable,  it  was  fome- 
thing  of  a  medicinal  nature.  Had  man  remained  inno- 
cent—he would  forever  have  been  indulged  with  the 
privilege  of  eating  of  this  tree,  and  would  never  have 
iufFered  the  pains  of  death.  And  this  tree  (if  eaten) 
would  doubtlefs  have  faved  Adam  from  death  after  he 
had  loft  his  innocency  ;  for  it  was  guarded  (as  we  may 
read)  with  a  flaming  fword,  left  the  man  (after  he  had 
fallen)  mould  take  thereof  and  live  forever. 

Here  we  find,  that,  though  man  was  created  natu- 
rally liable  to  difTolution,  yet  the  real  occafion  of  his 
death  was,  his  falling  from  his  innocent  ftate.  God 
then  fufFered  the  natural  tendency  of  flefh  and  blood  to 
take  place.  The  tree  of  life  was  guarded,  of  which 
he  could  not  partake  to  fave  him  from  death.  And  thus 
of  courfe  he  died.  And,  as  God  did  not  fee  fit,  to  con- 
tinue this  mean  of  immortality  to  our  firft  parents,  he 
did  not  fee  fit  to  afford  it  to  their  pofterity  ;  and  hence, 
in  Adam  we  all  die.  His  fin  was  the  occafion  of  fuch  -a 
change  of  adminiftration  in  the  divine  government  and 
providence,  that  death  was  entailed  on  all  the  human 
race. 

Whilft  man,  a  free  moral  agent,  was  innocent,  it  be- 
came fuitable  for  him  to  be  immortal,  or  not  to  fufFer 
the  pains  of  death.  And  hence,  God  made  provifion  to 
prevent  it.  But,  when  he  became  a  finner,  it  became 
on  the  contrary  fuitable  that  he  fiiould  fufFer  death, 
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This  was. to  exhibit  God's  indignation  at  iin>  and  to 
operate  as  a  good  moral  motive  on  the  minds  of  men,  to 
prevent  their  difobedience  to  the  divine  moral  govern- 
ment. Death  was  doubtlefs  introduced  upon  all  men, 
in  confequence  of  the  fin  of  Adam  :  but  not  for  the 
individual  fins  of  mankind  at  large  :  for  we  read,  that 
in  Adam  all  die  :  and  that  by  the  difobedience  of  one, 
many  were  made  miners.  Death  being  by  the  over- 
ruling providence  of  God  thus  introduced,  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  man  became  gradually  debilitated,  and  became 
liable  to  ficknefs  and  pains,  and  thofe  incidents,  which 
would  ferve  as  means  to  haften  his  difTolution.  And 
the  outward  ftate  of  things,  underwent  a  curfe  and  was 
changed,  fo  as  to  become  adapted,  to  the  mortal,  feeble 
ilate  of  human  nature.  Thus  the  trials  and  fufferings 
of  this  life,  by  a  juft  appointment  of  God  and  efficiency 
of  his  providence,  become  greatly  increafed.  Man  was 
doomed  to  forrow  and  difappointment,to  pain  and  death. 
And  fuch  now  is  the  ftate  of  things  upon  earth,  that  all 
our  profperity  is  checkered  with  adverfity  :  our  plea- 
fures  often  terminate  in  pain,  and  joy  often  ferves  to 
give  the  more  keennefs  to  forrow  and  lamentation. 
By  every  thing  we  behold,  we  may  be  helped  to  form 
a  judgment  of  the  mutability  and  vanity  of  our  world. 
All  things  are*  continually  changing  and  dying.  We 
are  conflantly  furroundedwith  the  inftruments  of  death. 
Cold  and  heat,  the  air  which  we  receive  for  thefupport 
of  life,  and  even  our  meats  and  drinks,  may  carry  in  them 
that  poifon,  which  may  terminate  in  our  difTolution. 

A  melancholy  fcene  thus  prefents,  though  in  the 
midft  of  this  calamity,  we  may  fee,  that  God  is  good, 
and  that  we  have  innumerable  bleffings  mingled  with 
his  punifhments,  and  for  which,  we  ought  to  give  him 
glory  and  praife..  This  conflitution  of  things  taking 
place  by  the  appointment  of  God,  furely  muft  be  right, 
though  we  may  not  be  able  to  look  fo  far  into  his  gov- 
ernment,   as  to  comprehend  fome  particular  ends  of  it. 

Beings 
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Beings  in  a  Hate  of  finful  declenfiori,  mu-fl  expect  to 
"receive  and  ought  to  fuffer  fome  kinds  and  degrees  of 
punifhment,  as  means  of  trial  and  difcipline. 

They  muft  (even  under  a  conftitution  of  grace)  be 
reclaimed  from  fin,  and  receive  a  confirmed  habit  of  ho 
liriefs,  in  order  to  qualify  thera  for  happinefs  ;  for  firi 
and  punifnment  are,  by  a  natural  arid  moral  connection 
infeparable  :  and  holinefs  prepares  the  mind  for  happi- 
nefs. And  God  has  fo  ordered  things,  that  the  fame 
degrees  of  punifhments  and  afflictions  do  not  come  upon 
all  men,  nor  is  this  necefTary.  For  fome,  more  is  necei- 
fary :  but  for  others  lefs.  And  God  orders  thefe events, 
in  iuch  a  manner,  as  mall  be  bell  adapted  to  the  moral 
flateofmen,  and  fhall  be  bell  adapted  to  anfwer  the 
great,  general  and  particular  ends  of  his  government. 
Hence  it  is,  that  fome  are  doomed  to  much  greater  for« 
row  than  others,  Some  mourn,  whilffc  others  rejoice. 
Some  are  carried  to  old  age,  whilft  others  are  numbered 
with  the  dead  in  early  life. 

We  mayfometimes  be  ready  to  hefltate  a  moment  and 
confider,how  it  is,  that  the  obilinately  vicious,  mould  have 
life  continued,  when  good  men  are  called  off  the  ftage 
of  action  ;  or  why  the  fprightly  youth,  mould  expire  in 
death,  when  the  aged  are  preserved. 

Upon  this  we  may  confider  ;  but  we  cannot  fatisfy 
our  minds,  only  by  refolving  it  into  the  good  pleafure 
of  a  jufb,  a  wife  and  merciful  God.  It  doubtlefs  corref- 
ponds  with,  and  anfwers  good  ends  in  his  moral  govern- 
ment ;  but  how,  we  may  not  attempt  nicely  to  deter- 
mine. 

Even  that  event  which  we  may  view  as  a  judgment^ 
may  end  in  mercy,  though  the  means  may  be  for rowful 
and  painful.  We  may  be  ready  to  fay,  thefe  things  are 
againit  us  (as  did  good  old  Jacob)  but  we  may  be  naif- 
taken.  God's  providence  may  be  producing  real  arid 
permanent  good  through  events,  which  "may  be  moH 
painful,     But  without' dwelling  long  on  this  part  of  my 
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f abject,  I  mail  proceed  to  confider,  fome  of  thofe  pecu- 
liar circumftances  which  render  the  removal  of  our 
friends  from  us  by  death  an  event  fo  forrowful. 

And,  1  may  in  general  obferve,  that  the  variety  of 
reflections,  which  are  produced  in  our  minds  by  fym- 
pathy,  renders  the  departure  of  our  friends  by  death 
peculiarly  forrowful.  There  is  in  all  men  (not  loft  to 
natural  affection)  a  fenfe  of  pity  and  compaffionac  feeing 
others  in  diftrefs.  The  lavages  in  the  uncultivated  wilds 
of  nature,  are  not  deftitute  of  this  :  and  it  is  generally 
found  to  be  greater,  in  minds  improved  by  fociety. 

Human  mifery  naturally  tends  to  excite  human  pity 
and  companion.  Nor  is  there  any  affliction  or  mifery  in 
this  world,  that  will  tend  toftir  up  thefe  tender  emotions 
in  the  mind,  fo  effectually,  as  the  pains  and  ftruggles  of 
death.  Death  is  the  king  of  evils,  as  well  as  the  king 
of  terrors,  It  is  a  complication  of  mifery,  in  which  all 
worldly  calamity  unites  as  in  one  common  centre.  Here 
are  difappointed  hopes  and  expectations,  and  every  fpe- 
cies  of  forrow.  Here  we  may  behold  the  organs  of  fenfe 
cealing  to  act  y  memory  declining,  and  all  the  powers  of 
reafon  failing.  Here  we  may  fee  the  moll  fprightly  vi- 
fage  lollng  its  comelinefs,  and  the  cold  hand  of  death  re- 
ducing the  active  limbs  to  its  tyranny,  whillt  nature 
recoiling  at  the  idea,  puts  forth  the  molt  mournful  ftrug- 
gles to  withftand  its  conqueror. 

Death  is  a  cefTation  of  our  prefent  mode  of  being.  It 
is  the  putting  off  this  earthly  tabernacle.  It  is  the  dif~ 
folution  of  thefe  organs,  thefe  limbs,  thefe  members,and 
a  difmiflion  of  the  foul  from  this  terreftial  maniion.  It 
is  a  melancholy  fcene,  to  view  a  friend  crumbling  into 
the  dull,  and  becoming  fubject  to  the  dominion  of  infects 
and  worms.  Mortifying  thought  !  What  mind  can 
withftand  the  emotion  it  muft  excite,  or  become  a  cool 
and  unconcerned  fpectator  of  fuch  human  woe  I  Human 
nature  cannot  but  lend  fome  fympathy  on  fuch  an  occa- 
sion.   But  clofe  affinity   and  relation,   heightened  by 

other 


(  II  ) 

other  circumftances,  will  afford  the  greatest  fenfibility. 
The  common  relation  of  human  nature,  will  feel  the 
forrowful  event :  but  near  kindred  will  lend  a  four  fold 
degree  of  tendernefs  and  pity. 

But  it  is  peculiarly  painful,  when  perfons  are  taken 
out  of  the  world,  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  life,  and  in 
the  midfl  of  their  ufefulnefs.  It  is  mournful  to  lofe  an 
aged  friend  who  has  pail  the  days  of  his  ufefulnefs  ;  or 
a  young  friend,  who  has  not  become  capable  of  being 
ferviceable. 

It  is  forrowful  to  lofe  a  fon  or  daughter,  even  though 
in  child-hood,  from  whom  we  expected  in  future  time, 
much  comfort  and  fatisfaction.  Here,  the  mind  will 
imbibe  various  ideas,  which  heighten  the  melancholy 
event. 

It  is  painful,  to  lofe  an  aged  parent  on  whom  we  have 
depended,  under  whofe  patronage  we  have  lived,  by 
whofe  counfel  we  have  been  comforted,"  and  by  whofe 
fmiles  our  forrows  have  loft  their  keennefs.  But  the 
tender  emotions  and  the  weight  on  the  mind,  are  far 
greater!:  of  all,  by  the  lofs  of  the  hufband  or  wife  of  our 
youth,  the  companion  of  our  joys  and  forrows.  Thefe 
are  fouls  that  are  united,  not  only  by  natural  affection, 
but  by  all  the  ties  of  religion,  the  obligations  of  moral- 
ity and  the  ordinance  of  God.  And  there  are  a  multi- 
tude of  circumftances,  that  have  in  the  courfe  of  years, 
been  cementing  the  bonds  of  affection  and  mutual  ten- 
dernefs :  and  thefe  bonds  are  ftronger  than  death,  nor 
can  they  be  wholly  deftroyed. 

How  often  have  our  fouls  Keen  refreihed,  by  the 
cheerful  words  of  our  friends,  who  have  fcattered  life 
and  joy  into  our  hearts  when  deprefTed  with  forrow  ? 
All  human  mortals  have .  need  of  counfel,  comfort  and 
fupport  from  their  friends.  They  need  their  aid  in  the 
journey  of  a  perilous  life.  And  man  without  the  aids 
of  friendly  fociety,  would  be  themoft  unhappy  creature 
upon  the  earth.     Sorrowful   it  muft  be,  that  lover  and 

friends 


(       12       ) 

friends  mould  be  put  far  from  us, -and  our  acquaintance 
into  darknefs,  when  all  the  powers  of  the  mind  are  in 
their  full  vigor,  and  when  they  are  in  the  height  of  their 
ufefulnefs  ;  and  especially ,:  when  agreeable  profpects  are 
opening,  and  a  circle  of  young  defcendants  were  look«= 
ing  up  to  them  for  aid.  Then  their  days  are  pall:,  their 
purpofes  off,  and  all  future  expectations  ceafe  in  a  mo- 
ment. 

But?  the  forrowfui  reflections  are  heightened,  in  eon- 
fidering,  that  we  fhall  fee  their  face  no  more  in  the  land 
of  the  living.  We  could  part  with  our  friends  for  a  lit- 
tle time,  with  tolerable  eafe,  were  we  allured  of  their 
return.  But  the  thought  that  they  are  gone  forever 
from  this  world  ;  that  we  never  more  fhall  fee  their  fa- 
ces and  rejoice  in  their  fociety,  is  what  needs  the  fup- 
port  both  of  reafon  and  religion.  They  are  gone,  and 
gone  to  the  dreary  manfions-of  the  grave.  An  idea  to 
which  human  feelings  recoil,  and  gives  us  a  moil  humi-? 
Hating  fenfe  of  our  imperfection. 

But?  the  forrowfui  event  of  our  friend?s  departure,  is 
heightened,  if  they  are  matched  from  us  fuddenly. 
The  mind  in  this  cafe,  has  hardly  time  to  familiarize  the 
event,  and  bring  itfelf  to  a  reconciliation  to  it.  It  mult 
be  a  moll  furprizing  fcene,  for  our  friends  in  a  few  days 
or  hours,  to  be  reduced  from  health  and  vigor,  taken 
from  our  fociety  and  company,  andjrora  their  ufefulnefs, 
and  be  numbered  with  the  dead0  All  the  pallions  of 
the  foul  are  roufed  into  action.  And  it  is  not  eafy  to 
give  them  a  proper  direction,  and  bring  them  to  due 
moderation. 

It  generally  requires  time,  to  bring  our  minds  to 
fnbmit  to  the  removal  of  our  friends  to  their  long  home. 
A  variety  of  ideas  rife  up  and  object.  Death  itfelf 
ftrikes  us  with  horror.  We  cannot  be  willing  to  lofe 
their  company,,  We  want  the  continuance  of  their  coun- 
fel  and  fupport.  We  are  concerned  for  their  future 
condition.     We  want  time  to  confide^  before  ourminds 
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are  prepared  for  the  ftroke.  We  want  time  to  bring 
our  minds  to  the  providence  of  God.  But  the  event 
being  fudden,  fudden  emotions  are  excited.  And  though 
it  is  irnpoffibietocaitoff  forrowful  and  painful  reflections 
on  the  cccailon,  yet,  hy  taking  time  for  consideration 
and  calling  in  the  fupport  of  religion,  the  mind  will  find 
confolation  to  alleviate  its  burden  and  abate  its  keen 
reflections.  But,  I  may  obferve,  that  the  death  of  out- 
friends  is  ibrrowful,  on  account  of  our  concern  for  their 
future  condition.  Could  we  be  abfolutely  certain  they 
were  prepared  for  death  and  eternity,  our  grief  would 
not  be  fo  intenfe,  We  could  be  better  reconciled,  were 
we  fure  they  were  gone  to  be  with  Chrift  and  join  the 
ipciety  of  the  bleffed  in  heaven.  But,  this  is  a  fecret 
hidden  with  God.  We  may  hope  all  will  be  well.  We 
may  judge  well  of  their  habits  of  action,  of  the  trials  of 
their  minds,  and  the  comfortable  evidences  they  gave 
us  on  a  dying  hour.  And  often,  we  may  judge  rightly 
in  favour  of  their  hopes  :  And  fometimes,  may  judge 
with  good  confidence.  But  yet,  we  do  not  know  with 
certainty.  We  cannot  previously  absolutely  know  our 
own  future  condition.  Nor  can  it  be  expected,  we 
lliould  infallibly  judge  of  the  future  condition  of  others- 
But  this  we  muit  leave  with  God,  who  is  juit  and  mer- 
ciful ;  but  yet,  may  entertain  a  well  grounded  hope  of 
the  future  bleffed  ftate  of  our  dying  friends,  when,  by 
their  exemplary  chriftian  life  andconverfation,  and  their 
teilimonies  in  a  dying  hour,  they  evidence  their  grounds 
of  hope,  in  obtaining  eternal  life. 

But  difmifung  this  theme,  let  us  attend  to  the  bright 
fide  of  our  fubject,  and  the  comfort  it  affords.  This  was 
the  lafl  thing  I  propofed  to  conflder.  Lover  and  friend 
haft  thou  put  far  from  me,  and  mine  acquaintance  into 
darknefs.  This  at  firft  may  appear  an  idea,  that  will 
not  admit  of  confolation.  What  confolation  can  we  find 
in  the  death  of  our  dear  friends  ?  I  anfwer,  Death  is  not 
a  deftruetion  of  their  being,  but  only  a  deflruction  of 

their 
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their  prefent  mode  of  exiflence.  It  is  a  destruction  of 
their  bodies  ;  but  not  of  their  fouls.  The  foul  flill  ex- 
ills  (and  according  to  the  gofpel)  a  confcious  active 
principle. 

Death  (though  it  may  be  coniidered  as  a  punifhment) 
is  the  introduction  of  the  faint  to  eternal  glory.  This 
corruptible  body  cannot  enter  heaven  ;  but  it  muft  be 
put  oft  :  and  we  muft  be  clothed  upon  with  our  houfe 
from  heaven.  So  that  our  friends  being  removed  far 
from  us  into  darknefs,  does  not  import  their  ceafing  to 
exift,  and  we  may  believe  that  all  good  perfons,  all  that 
die  in  the  Lord,  mail  in  a  fhort  time,  again  fee  each 
other  face  to  face,  and  again  enjoy  each  other's  fociety. 
It  is  not  long  that  any  of  us  can  continue  on  earth.  It 
will  not  be  long,  before  it  will  be  faid  of  us,  as  we  now 
fay  of  fome  of  our  friends,  they  are  d  ead .  The  period 
betwixt  their  exit  and  our's,  will  foon  revolve.  And 
then,  if  both  they  and  we  fleep  in  Jefus,  we  fhall  awake 
to  a  blefTed  and  eternal  life,  in  the  prefence  of  God. 

I  am  fenfible,  it  has  by  fome  been  difputed,  that  the 
£buls,even  of  good  perfons,  fhall  have  no  confcious  exift- 
cnce  immediately  after  death.  They  fay,  that  death  is  a 
cefTatiorf  of  confcious  exiftence,  until  the  final  judgment, 
and  the  refloratiomof  this  mortal  body,  which  then, 
fhall  put  on  immortality.  The  period,  when  the  refur- 
rection  of  this  body  mall  take  place,  is  not  for  me,  or 
any  of  us  to  determine.  But,  that  the  foul  fhall  be  an 
active,  confcious  being,  immediately  after  the  death  of 
this  body,  we  feem  to  have  very  plain  evidence  from 
the  holy  fcriptures.  I  fhall  not  now  have  time  to  en- 
ter largely  upon  it  ;  but  fhall  mention  feveral  things, 
which  are  to  the  point.  Some  thoughts  we  have,  from 
St.  Paul,  are  to  the  point.  He  faid,  he  wiflied  or  defl- 
red,  to  be  abfent  from  the  body,  to  be  prefent  with  the 
Lord.  Now,  what  could  Saint  Paul  mean,  by  being 
abfent  from  the  body  ?  Could  he  mean,  that  he  defired 
his  foul  might  be  in  a  ftate  of  inaction  and  unconfciouf- 
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nefs  ?  No,  furely  ;  for  he  afferts,  that  he  wiihed  not  to 
be  unclothed  ;  that  is,  wiflied  not  for  death  as  fuch  : 
but  wiihed  for  his  houfe  from  heaven  ;  that  is,  proba- 
bly that  fpiritualized  vehicle,  which  the  faints  will  put 
on,  immediately  after  death  ;  and  which  they  will  re- 
tain, 'till  they  affume  their  refurrection  bodies.  And, 
that  this  mufb  be  Saint  Paul's  meaning,  feems  to  be  evi- 
dent, from  his  faying,  he  wiflied  to  be  prefent  with  the 
Lord.  If  Saint  Paul  was  (while  abfent  from  the  body) 
to  be  prefent  with  the  Lord,  he  mult  be  clothed  upon 
with  fome  fpiritualized  vehicle  which  he  calls  his  houfe 
from  heaven  ;  for  it  appears,  that  immediately  after 
death,  he  was  not  to  remain  unclothed,  but  to  be  cloth- 
ed upon  :  Yet  was  to  be  abfent  from  the  terreflial  bo- 
dy :  and  though  abfent  from  this,  he  was  to  be  prefent 
with  the  Lord,  and  by  being  prefent  with  the  Lord, 
we  muft  underftand  his  feeing,  knowing  and  enjoying 
more  of  him,  than  he  could,  in  this  earthly  tabernacle. 
This  every  reafonable  perfon  muft  allow,  is  at  leaf!  im- 
plied, in  being  abfent  from  the  body  and  being  prefent 
with  the  Lord. 

Every  good  man  is  on  earth  prefent  with  the  Lord  in 
a  fenfe.  But  Saint  Paul  obferyes,  that  in  the  eternal 
ftate,  the  righteous  ihall  fee  as  they  are  feen,  and  know 
as  they  are  known.  And  this  is  what  Saint  Paul  means 
by  being  prefent  with  the  Lord.  But  would  it  be  true, 
that  Saint  Paul  would  be  prefent  with  the  Lord,  when, 
as  an  intelligent,  confcious  principle,  he  ceafed  to  exift  ? 
Could  he  either  fee,  know  or  enjoy  that  God,  with 
whom  he  wifhed  to  be  prefent,  when  at  the  fame  time 
he  was  capable  of  no  enjoyment.  But,  if  Saint  Paul 
was  in  a  proper  fenfe  prefent  with  the  Lord  on  earth, 
by  knowing  and  enjoying  fomething  of  him,  his  putting 
off  this  his  earthly  tabernacle,  would  exclude  him  from 
God's  prefence,  and  render  him  eatirely  incapable  of  be- 
ing with  him  in  the  fenfe  that  every  fair  reafoner  muft 
undcrftand  him  according  to  this  dodlrine  of  the  uncon- 

fcious 


(     t6     ) 

fcious  Hate.  And  though  there  are  fome  pailages  in  the 
old  teitament,  that,  at  iirft  glance,  may  favour  the  idea 
of  the  foul  being  an  inactive  unconfcious  principle  after 
death,  yet  they  ought  to  have  no  weight,  when  the  con- 
trary can  be  demo-nitrated.  Andy  mould  we  produce 
this  paiTage  out  of  Ecclefiaftes  in  favour  of  this  uncon- 
fcious ftate,  there  is  no  work,  device,  knowledge  or  wif- 
doni  in  the  grave,  Sec.  it  will  prove  too  much.  It  will 
Conclude  agaiiift  the  doctrine  of  a  future  ftate  ;  for  if 
there  is  to  man,  no  knowledge,  wifdom,  Sec,  after  they 
leave  this  world,  they  are  in  a  itate  of  annihilation. 
Therefore,  the  meaning  muft  be,  there  is  after  death, 
nothing  that  men  can  do,  for  eternal  blefiednefs.  And 
in  this  view  the  argument  in  this  pafTage  is  urged. 
Whatsoever  thy  hand  flndeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy 
might  ;  for  there  is  no  work,  device,  Sec,  in  the  grave 
whither  thou  goefL     But  to  proceed — ^ 

The  account  of  the  rich  man  in  hell,  and  Lazarus  in 
Abraham's  bofom,  feems  to  aiford  fome  evidence  in  fa- 
vour of  this  point.  They  both  are  reprefented  in  their 
feparatc  ftate  of  being,  as  confeious  exiftences,  and  to 
have  fome  knowledge  of  events,  that  had  taken  place 
on  earth.  The  rich  man  prays  Abraham  to  fend  Laza- 
rus, to  do  a  meifage  to  his  brethren  in  this  world.  And, 
though  this  irs  a  parable,  yet,  if  men  had  not  a  confeious 
being  betwixt  death  and  the  refurrection,  there  could  be 
nothing  real,  to  ground  the  parable  upon.  It  would  all 
be  a  mere  fiction.  One  defign  of  the  parable  was,  to 
reprefent  the  itate  of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  after 
death,  that  it  might  have  due  weight  on  the  minds  of 
Nnen  dwelling  on  the  earth.  But,  if  there  is  to  men9 
immediately  after  death,  no  confeious  being,  no  man  has 
ever  yet  been  happy  or  miferable  in  the  hiviiible  flate  : 
And  hence,  no  argument  can  now  be  drawn  from  the 
■  parable,  to  excite  men  to  holirtefs. 

Bat   without  dwelling  Upon  this,  we  may  obferve, 
that  our  Saviour  faid  to  the  penitent  thief  on  the  crofs 
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(when  anxious  about  his  future  condition)  to  day  fhak 
thou  be  with  me  in  paradife.  Now,  it  mull  be  a  grofs 
wrefting  of  words,  to  fuppofe  a  paradife  is  a  Hate  of  in- 
fenilbility  or  fufpenfion  of  confcious  being  }  All  ideas  of 
paradife,  have  aliufion  to  the  antient  paradife,  in  which 
man  was  at  firft  placed  ;  but,  this  was  not  a  flate  of  un- 
confcious  being  ;  but,  it  was  a  flate  of  more  perfect 
being,  than  man  enjoys  in  his  iinful  Hate.  And  it  is 
uniformly  reprefented,  as  being  a  flate  of  happinefs  in 
communion  with  God,  and  this  paradife  is  mentioned,  to 
give  us  fome  faint  ideas  of  the  happinefs  betwixt  death 
and  the  refurreetion. 

But,  if  the  faints  may  be  in  a  flate  of  unconfcious  be- 
ing after  death,  and  yet  be  in  paradife,  they  might  have 
been  fo,  before  they  were  formed  of  the  dull  of  the 
earth,  and  received  the  breath  of  life.:  For  fuch  a  diffo- 
lution  of  the  whole  man,  as  iiiall  deftroy  the  confcious 
principle,. is  a  ceaimg  to  be.  And  then,  the  faints  mult 
have  been  as  happy  before  they  exifled  at  all,  as  they 
will  be  after  death  ;  but  they  could  not  be-  happy  with- 
out confcioufnefs,  therefore  they  mufl  have  confcious 
being,  in  order  to  be  with  our  biefTed  Saviour  in  para- 
dife. 

It  is  faid  alfo,  bl'efled  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord 
from  henceforth;  for  they  reft  from  their  labors  and  their 
works  do  follow  them.  BiefTed  are  the  dead  that  die  in 
the  Lord  from  henceforth7i\\2.t  is,  by  a  juft  mode  of  inter- 
pretation, from  tlieir  death  or  immediately  after  it.  Nor 
can  thispaiTage  be  grammatically  and  properly  underftood, 
in  any  other  fenfe.  Therefore  the  juft  fhall  be  happy 
immediately  after  death;  and  hence, mufl  have  confcious 
exiftence.  I  might  mention  many  more  paffages  of  holy 
fcripture,  to  prove  this  point.  But  I  fhall  notice  only 
one  thing  more  :  that  is,  the  appearance  of  Mofes  and 
Elias  on  the  mount,  to  our  biefTed  Saviour  and  his  difci- 
pies.  They  did  appear,  if  we  may  believe  the  gofpeh 
Mofes  we  know  from  the  fcriptures  did  die  and  was  bu- 
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ried,  though  no  man  knew  the  place  of  his  fepulchr e^ 
•as  God  took  care  of  him.  Elias  was  John  the  Baptift 
doubtlefs  ;  for  our  Saviour  fays,  he  was  the  Elias  that 
was  to  come.  Now  it  is  evident,  John  was  beheaded, 
and  yet  he  with  Mofes  did  appear  in  glorious  form  to 
our  Saviour  and  his  apoitles  ;  and  hence,  they  mufl 
have  had  a  confcious  exiftence  immediately  after  death, 
or  they  could  not  have  appeared  ;  and  if  fo,  we  have 
reafon  to  believe  it  to  be  fo  with  all  the  faints.  Nor 
can  I  fee,  how  this  point  can  be  capable  of  reafonable 
objections.  I  have  dwelt  a  little  on  this  fubjed:  as  the 
truth  I  am  endeavoring  to  prove,  is  of  fome  confequence, 
as  adapted  to  give  us  fupport  under  the  lofs  of  our  dear 
friends,  and  to  give  good  men  fupport  in  the  profpect  of 
death* 

It  is  to  be  acknowledged,  that  the  faints  in  an  nncon- 
fcious  flate,  would  have  no  idea  of  duration.  This  is 
obtained  by  a  fucceflion  of  ideas  palling  through  the 
mind.  And,  if  they  were  not  raifed  from  the  dead, 'till 
thoufands  of  years  after  their  death,  yet  they  would 
feem  to  have  died  but  the  laft  moment.  There  would 
•(to  them)  feem  to  be  no  intermediate  fpace  or  duration, 
betwixt  death  and  the  refurrection.  But  yet,  the  idea 
of  remaining  in  a  flate  of  unconfcionfnefs  for  a  long  pe- 
riod, mull:  in  previous  contemplation  be  uncomfortable 
The  powers  of  the  man  ceafing  by  death,  only  for  a 
moment,  is  difagreeable  to  nature  ;  and  a  long  fufpenfi- 
on  of  them  mult  be  in  a  degree,  painful  to  all  whofe 
minds  are  formed  to  be  happy,  in  the  prefence  of  God. 

But  it  does  not  feem  probable  from  the  fcripture  ac- 
count, that  the  faints  (though  they  fhall  be  in  a  ftate 
of  great  happinefs  immediately  after  death)  will  be  raif- 
ed to  their  high  eft  glory  until  the  refurredtion.  Then, 
they  will  appear  in  moft  glorious  form,  and  ihine  as  the 
brightnefs  of  the  firmament  forever.  Then,  this  body 
fhall  be  raifed  from  the  dead,  this  corruptible  fhall  put 
©n  incorruption  i  and  this  mortal  fhall  put  on  immorta- 
lity. 
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lity.  Then,  death  will  be  fwallowed  up  in  victory. 
Then,  the  faints  will  be  received  to  the  heavenly  Jeru- 
falem,  the  city  of  the  living  God  ;  and  he  ihall  wipe 
away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.  Nor  lhall  they  die  any 
more  ;  for  the  former  things  are  parTed  away. 

I  ihall  now  offer  fomething  by  way  of  improvement. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  reflecting  the  death  of  our 
friends  taking  place  by  the  providence  of  God,  we  may 
learn  contentment  and  fubmiflion  of  the  mind  to  the  will 
of  God,  in  fuch  an  event.  \  It  could  anfwer  no  good 
end  to  murmur  and  complain  about  events,  which  could 
not  be  avoided.  This  would  add  trouble  to  trouble, 
and  forrow  to  lamentation.  Did  all  things  take  place, 
by  an  irreiliiible  fatality  (leaving  the  idea  of  the  Deity 
out  of  the  account)  it  could  be  no  benefit  to  murmur 
and  complain,  and  in  this  way,  add  to  thofe  forrows  we 
could  not  avoid.  But,  when  we  reflect,  that  all  natural 
events  take  place  (not  by  chance  or  blind  fatality)  but, 
by  the  mediate  or  immediate  agency  of  God's  provi- 
dence, we  ought  to  reafon  ourfelves  into  fubmijflion  and 
compofure  of  mind,  under  all  our  trials.  All  the  admi- 
niflrations  of  God  are  weighed  in  balances,  and  are  or- 
dered with  the  wifeft  precifion.  Nor  does  any  concate- 
nation of  natural  fecond  caufes  producing  events,  dero- 
gate from  the  goodnefs  and  wifdom  of  deilgn,  in  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  world,  or  render  fuch  events  independent 
of  his  agency  ;  for  fecond  caufes  are  only  inflruments, 
and  receive  all  their  impreflion  from  the  firft.  And  a 
concatenation  of  caufes  is  only  a  regular  operation  of  the 
Deity,producing  events  according  to  the  rules  of  infinite 
wifdom  and  goodnefs.  So  that  we  ought  to  be  ready, 
not  only  to  afcribe  all  natural  events  to  God,  but  alfo, 
to  acquiefce  as  far  as  poflible  in  them,  knowing,  that  he 
that  rules  in  heaven  and  earth,  will  do  nothing  but  what 
is  right. 

There  is  a  real  difference  betwixt  murmuring   and 
complaining,  under  trials,  and  our  mourning  on  the  ac- 
count. 
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count.  Human  nature  is  fuch,  that  it  muft  be  impofli- 
:  not  to  feel  certain  events,  and  not  to  difcover  our. 
itionsby  correfpondent  expreilions  of  forrow  and 
lamentation.  But  yet,  whilfl  this  is  done,  our  fouls 
may  fo  far  acquiefce  in  events,  as  to  excufe  us  from 
blame  and  criminality.  And,  it  evidently  is  the  defigri 
of  God,  that  we  fhould  feel  certain  events,  and  weep 
and  mourn.  Thefe  will  ferve  as  means  of  moral  disci- 
pline, and  abate  the  maladies  of  the  mind. 

From  what  has  been  faid  refpeeling  the  future  bleiTed 
flate  of  the  righteous,  we  may  alfo  receive  confolation 
under  the  iofs  of  our  departed  friends,  who  have  died  in 
the  Lord.  At  the  iirft  appearance,  the  idea  is  unfup- 
portable.  If  we  look  only  to  the  grave,  and  view  the 
bodies  of  our  dear  friends  mouldering  into  dufl,  defpair 
feizes  the  mind,  and  all  hope  vanimes.  But,  if  we  look 
through  this  dreary  manfion,  to  a  world  pf  immortality, 
our  hope  revives,  and  we  expect  to  meet  dying,  deceaf- 
ed  friends  again.  Happy  meeting  !  joyful  day  !  how 
animating  and  transporting  the  profpecl  !  The  time  will 
foon  arrive.  Our  rolling  years,  will  foon  waft  us  to  the 
eternal  flate,  beyond  the  reach  of  death  and  all  mourn- 
i  j]  reflections  on, account  of  our  deceafed  friends.  There 
we  can  relate  our  paft  mournful  reflections,  and  unite 
in  mutual  joy  in  the  prefence  of  God. 

BleiTed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord  from  hence- 
forth ;  yea  faith  the  fpirit,fpr  they  reft  from  their  labours 
and  their  works  do  follow  them.  This  being  the  cafe,  we 
have  no  realoccafion  to  mourn  on  their  account  the  depar- 
ture of  our  friends  by  death.  They  have  left  a  world  of 
fin,  trial  and  danger,  and  have  entered  a  flate  of  holinefs 
and  blefTednefs.  Nor  can  we  prefume,  they  would  defire 
to" return  to  this  earthly  abode,  to  enter  a  corruptible, 
difeafed,  mortal  body,  to  endure  trials,  to  be  expofed  tcr 
dangers,  to  temptations,  to  fin,  and  finally,  to  pafs  again 
the  dreary  fhades  of  death.  Can  we  prefume,  that  Mo- 
fts  and  Elias,  that  appeared  to  our  Saviour  on  the  mount? 
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would  be  defirous  to  continue  on  earth,  inftead  of  re- 
turning to  their  celeflial  abode  ?     Or  can  we  prefume, 
that  they  would  fubmit  to  the  thought  of  entering  again 
a  difeafed,  mortal  body  ?     When   St.  Paul  was  caught 
up  to  the  third   heaven,  and  had  a  view  of  the  glories 
there,  can  we  imagine,  he  could  wifh  any  longer  to  dwell 
in  his  earthly  tabernacle,    and   be  expofed  to  the  pains 
and  trials  of  this  mortal  Hate  ?  No  my  brethren.  A  foul 
formed  to  the  moral  image  of   God,    having  once   had 
a  full  vifion  of  the  glories  of  heaven,  would  be  entirely 
weaned  from  this  earth,  this  world  of  vanity.  Departed 
faints  have  a  view  of  God  in  his  glory.     They  ~?e  pre- 
fent  with  their  blefTed  Redeemer  ;  and  are  happy  in  an 
innumerable  company  of  blefTed  fpirits,  who  are  redeem- 
ed from  the  power   of  fin  and  the  forrows  of  a  mortal 
life.     In  this  bright  abode,   they  are  happy,  at  reft,   at 
peace,    full  of  knowledge,  light   and  joy.     Profpecls 
the  moil:  delightful  and  ravifhing  are  open  to  their  view; 
and  of  which,    in  this  dreary  manfion,  we  can  have  no 
adequate  conception.     This  being  the   cafe,   we  may 
mourn  for  ourfelves,    for  our   difappointed  hopes  and 
profpecls,  nor  can  our  forrow  be  fupprefTed.     But  the 
pious  dead  are  happy.     Nor  do  our  lamentations   effect, 
their  condition. 

And  may  we  all,  my  mourning  friends,  you  my  bre- 
thren, and  you  my  kindred,  receive  comfort  from  this 
glorious  doctrine  of  future  blefTednefs  vlaid  up  for  the 
followers  of  Chrift.  You  doubtlefs  anticipate  my  thoughts 
when  I  refer  to  the  forrowful,  mournful  event,  and  hea- 
vy flroke  of  the  providence  of  God,  that  took  place  in 
the  family  of  your  friend  a  few  days  paft.  The  event 
is  frefti  on  your  mind,  and  your  fympathy  on  the  occa- 
ilon  has  been  evident.  A  blooming  youth,  a  beloved 
and  amiable  companion,  a  dutiful  and  affectionate  daugh- 
ter, a  faithful,  a  kind  and  tender  mother,  was  by  the 
fummons  of  Him  who  gave,  and  has  a  right  to  take  away, 
numbered  with  the  dead.  The  thought  (when  realiz- 
ed) 
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ed)  is  too  weighty  for  nature  to  withftand.  She  finks 
under  the  burden.  But  the  doctrines  of  religion,  abate 
the  keen  forrowful  reflections,  and  afford  fupport  and 
comfort.  The  beloved  youth  is  dead.  But  yet  we 
truft  fhe  lives,  in  the  paradife  of  God.  Delicacy  will 
forbid  my  enlarging.  But  pardon  me,  when  I  fay  with 
fincerity,  fhe  was  amiable  and  therefore  beloved.  She 
was  cheerful  with  innocence.  She  was  kind  and  bene- 
volent. Her  habits  were  exemplary,  and  deferve  the 
imitation  of  many,  who  would  not  take  inferior  rank 
amongft  the  profeffors  of  the  religion  of  Chrift  our  Sa- 
viour. 

Nor  was  her  character  juftly  impeachable  even  by  the 
tongue  of  malice. 

She  exhibited  efpecially,  a  mofl  amiable  example  of 
meeknefs,  humility,  patience,  compofure  of  mind  and 
refignation  to  the  will  of  God  under  her  trials  on  a 
dying  bed.  Her  faith  and  hope  fupported  her  mind,  in 
the  profped  of  her  difTolution.  I  repeatedly  (in  con- 
verfation  with  her)  had  moft  comforting  evidence  of 
her  good  eflate,  to  fupport  me  under  my  mournful  re- 
flections. She  is  gone  and  I  trufl  to  be  with  Chrift, 
And  though  her  body  mufl  moulder  in  the  grave,  yet  in 
the  great  riling  day,  we  truft  it  will  come  forth  in  moft 
glorious  form,  to  be  ever  with  the  Lord. 

I  know  my  brethren  and  dear  friends,  your  tender 
fympathy  with  me  upon  this  occafion  ;  and  moft  grate- 
fully acknowledge  your  friendly  offices  to  me  and  my 
dear  deceafed  companion  in  her  illnefs.  It  was  like  a 
cordial  to  a  fainting  foul  to  meet  the  kindnefs  and  fym- 
pathizing  affection  of  our  friends.  Your  tender  affection 
will  ftill  add  comfort  to  your  afflicted  friend,  which  I 
doubt  not  I  fhall  experience. 

But  our  principal  fupport,  we  muft  derive  from  God 
and  the  word  of  his  grace.  And,  as  our  mournful  reflec- 
tions cannot  effect  the  condition  of  our  deceafed  friends, 
the  moft  and  the  belt  we  can  do  will  be,  wifely  to  im* 
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prove  the  forrowful  event.  The  call  is  to  us  all,  be  ye 
alio  ready.  This  event  is  a  rod  of  chaftifement  to  all 
the  furviving  relations  ;  and  efpecially  to  the  forrow- 
ful bereaved  companion  of  the  deceafed.  And  God 
grant  he  may  rightly  underftand  the  defign  of  this  chaf- 
tifement, and  fo  improve  it,  as  to  give  God  the  glory 
due  to  his  name.  And,  now  my  hearers  and  friends,  let 
us  all  be  excited  to  repentance  and  a  preparation  for  the 
hour,  when  our  fleih  and  heart  fhall  fail  us,  and  we  are 
called  to  put  oifthis  earthly  tabernacle. 

View  death  in  all  its  various  forms  and  ferious  con- 
fequences.  See  the  Sinner  expiring,  hopelefs,  without 
the  fupports  of  religion  and  expectations  of  a  glorious 
immortality.  See  the  dying  faint  compofed,  refigned, 
patient,  and  even  cheerful,  and  full  of  faith  and  hope, 
looking  up  to  the  paradife  of  God,  and  refigning  his 
breath  as  one  weary  and  heavy  ladened,  compofing  him- 
felf  to  reft.  Surprising  contrail:  !  Is  not  the  one  dread- 
ful, the  other  defirable  ?  Would  we  not  wiih  to  die  in 
peace  and  to  poiTefs  thofe  graces,  which  fix-all  though 
Chrift,  remove  all  anxious  fears  of  death  I 

Need  we  not,  all  the  fupports  of  religion  and  the 
grace  of  God  in  fo  critical  and  trying  a  moment?  Would 
you  for  ten  thoufand  worlds,  be  hopelefs,  comfortlefs, 
and  without  truft  in  the  mercy  of  an  offended  God, 
when  the  king  of  terrors  advances,  and  eternity  opens 
to  view  ?  A  dreadful  Situation  this  1  Let  us  then  com- 
ply with  the  offers  of  pardon  and  eternal  life  without 
delay. 

And,  may  all  our  forrows  and  afflictions  be  fanclified 
to  this  end.  And  may  God  afford  us  all,  his  gracious 
prefence  and  grace,  to  improve  fuitably  all  his  holy  dif- 
penfations.  And  may  we,  whilft  we  mourn,  kifs  the 
rod  that  has  fmitten  us  ;  for  we  have  aiTurance,  that  God 
has  chaftened  us,  that  we  may  be  partakers  of -his  holi- 
nefs ;  and  that,  though  no  affli&ion  for  the  prefent, 
feemeth  to  be  joyous  but  grievous,  yet,  it  is  defigned  to 
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work  out  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
Weight  of  glory.  To  this  end,  may  this  mournful 
event  be  fan&ified,  that  we  may  be  trained  up,  for  a 
meetnefs  for  an  heavenly  inheritance,  where  there  mall 
be  no  more  forrow  or  crying,  or  any  more  death,  but 
where  there  fhall  be  rivers  of  fpiritual  pleafure  forever. 


A    M    E    N, 


